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18th May 2017 

 

Our ref: JMPH/yjc 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians,          
 

Our Commemoration Day hymn practice last week reminded us of the challenge and delight to be found 

in singing the Te Deum.  As those of you who will attend the Commemoration Service will find out, it is a 

testing anthem to sing and it is certainly worthy of practice.  However, in School it serves as another 

milestone in the passing of the year and the hymn practice signalled the beginning of the examination 

season and study leave for Fifth Form which is followed next week by that of the Upper Sixth. 

 

While on the subject of preparations for Commemoration Day, I should remind you that space in St 

John’s Church for the Service is at a premium on the day and so I would be grateful if Upper Sixth 

parents could ensure that ticket requests are made at the earliest opportunity.  There have been plenty 

of booking for lunch in the PA marquee so far as well, and so please don’t delay if you intend to book 

places. 

 

In School, the Fifth Form have really risen to the challenge this week and there is an encouraging air of 

intent in their demeanour.  They have worked hard individually and collectively and we are proud of their 

efforts to date.  We are all working hard to strike the right balance of encouragement, pressure and 

support that will enable them to excel.  When they look back on each paper, teenagers are inclined to 

focus on what didn’t go to plan in exams so do, as parents, encourage them to describe the best parts 

too.  If any paper doesn’t go to plan, then refocus their attention on what lies ahead. 

 

Outside of the classroom, our Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award group were in the Peak District at the 

weekend where they had a fine time exploring the limestone scenery and learning their outdoor crafts.  

It is a really good thing for the pupils to be further afield and I have a great deal of admiration for the 

many pupils who were back in school the following day with a spring in their step.  It is so important for 

the pupils to be stretched and challenged by the busy programme to ensure that they develop the 

resilience, tolerance and stamina that underpin the strongest character development. 

 

Yesterday, I had the pleasure of hearing a wide variety of pieces composed by our GCSE, A Level and IB 

musicians as part of their coursework in a lunchtime concert.  The pieces were played as the score 

scrolled across the screen and both audio and visual aspects confirmed that there is huge talent at 

each level.  You would not guess that the work was that of a pupil if you heard it in isolation and it was a 

pleasure to hear. 

 

This bodes well for our Upper Sixth Leavers’ Concert tonight (Thursday) at 7.00pm in the Hospitality 

Suite.  You are most welcome to attend what will be the last performance by some of the finest servants 

of our music programme.  I know that there is at least one original pupil composition being performed, 

which will be well worth hearing. 

 

In sport, at the weekend, the honours were evenly shared over the four cricket fixtures with Malvern 

College whilst our rounders and tennis teams performed strongly against Wycliffe College.  There were 

two wins for the U18 tennis teams and both U14 rounders teams won their fixtures.  The athletes 

performed admirably at Rugby on Saturday afternoon too. 
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At this time of the year, the weekend programme remains busy and demanding.  Our fixtures are 

arranged to ensure that, as far as possible, there is a balanced demand on any individual pupil, 

particularly those approaching public examinations.   

 

If you have any concerns regarding the fixture commitments, then please make contact with the 

relevant Head of Sport well in advance.  However, in my experience, involvement in sport, music, drama 

or outdoor education acts as a counter-balance to the hours of study indoors.  There is good reason for 

pupils to maintain their involvement throughout the term. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

Jeremy Hallows 

Head of Senior School 

 

Diary Note:  

 

Parents’ Association Liaison Meeting  

Thursday, 25th May – 7.15pm for 7.30pm, Thomas Cookes Room 

 

 

 


